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XI A l t c r o d  n U ~ Q I P C ~ O ~  n M O V - ~  m: o r i e i n q l  sit0 

ucscbitur T H C  I W ~ C S C N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (il known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P K A ~ ~ A N C E  

A. Architectural Character: Farmer's Delight is an 
nr2chitecturc~lly sopliistlcatcd northern Virginia Federa:L period 
1'31:niIiou;;c exhibitiiig Sine br'ickworlc arid handsome interlor trim. 
The i'or8incr farmstead has, bcen coriverted into an impressive 
estate with the addition of wings and extensive formal gardens.: 

9. Condition of fabric: Excellent. 

11. Description of the Exterior: 1 
A. Overall dimensions: The two-story, five-bay house 

has later wing additions on the north and south. A two-story 
three-bay wing three-bays wide extends to the north. A two-bay 
two-story wing one-bay wide extends to the south. To the south 
and west of this wing is another four-bay wing, two-stories hig 

end extends to the west of this large wing. Appoximate 
dimensions of the original block are 24IX43'. 

and three bays wide. A two-bay two-story wing with west gable 1 

B. Foundations : Brick. 
C. Wall construction: The walls of the main block are 

laid in Flemish bond. A single-course belt course extends I across the front and rear walls. The north wing is also laid 1 
in Flemish bond. The south wing is all stretchers and the 
southwest wing is seven-course American bond. 

D. Porches: A two-story glassed-in porch covers the 
north end of the north wing. A gaSle roofed porch with Tuscan 
pediment and columns shelters the rear door. 

E. Chimneys: The main block. has interior end chimneys, 
as do both the north and south wings, A chimney also rises at I 

the juncture of the southwest wing with the main section of the/ 
house. I 

F. Openings: i 
1. Doorways and doors: The front doorway features1 

a five-pane transom, paneled soffit and plain trim with a bead./ 
The door has two panels, each set with six glass lights over 1 
two simple wooden panels. The rear doorway has architrave trim; 
The upper portion of the door features six glass lights. Both 
doorways have gauged brick fiat arches. 

2. Windows: The wooden, double-hung lower windows 
have six-over-nine lights; the upper windows have six-over-six 
lights. All the windows have architrave trim and gauged brick 
fiat arches. The windows also retain their shutter pintles. 

G. Roof: The main biock of the house has a moderately 
pitched gable roof. The cornice features scroll modillions 
with dentils. The wings all have gable roofs and a simi1a.P 
cornice with returns. I 

1111. Description of the interior: I 

/ A. Floor -plan: The -. 3lock consists of the 
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t r a d i t i o n a l  s i n g l e - p i l e  p l a n  w i th  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  and a room on 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  

B .  S t a i rway :  The s t e e p  narrow s t a i r  r i s i n g  i n  t h e  h a l l  
has  a  s imple  t u r n e d  newel, a  molded h a n d r a i l ,  t u rned  b a l u s t e r s  
and b r a c k e t s .  The s p a n d r e l  i s  pane led .  

C .  Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  The p l a s t e r  walls a r e  e i t h e r  
p a i n t e d  o r  papered.  The c e l l i n g s  a r e  p a i n t e d  p l a s t e r .  

D. Doorways and doo r s :  Six-paneled wooden doo r s  have 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  Corner cupboards frame t h e  f r o n t  doorway. 

E .  Trim: A l l  o f  t h e  rooms have a  molded c h a l r  r a i l  and 
baseboard.  The p a r l o r  f e a t u r e s  a c o r n i c e  composed of  moldings 
and d e n t i l s .  

F.  Hea t ing :  Although f i r e p l a c e s  o r i g i n a l l y  provided 
h e a t i n g ,  today c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  i s  employed. The chimney p i e c e s  i r  
t h e  house a r e  e l a b o r a t e .  The p a r l o r  chimney p i e c e  c o n s i s t s  of a 
a r c h i t r a v e  around t h e  opening,  t h r e e  s h o r t  p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  3o lded  s h e l f ,  and a  band of r e e d i n g  j u s t  below t h e  s h e l f .  A 
chimney j r e a s t  surrounded by a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  r i s e s  above t h e  mant 1. 
I n  t h e  d i n i n g  room, t h e  chimney opening i s  surrounded by a r c h i t r a  e  
t r i m  acd t h e  s h e l f  i s  made of a molded c o r n i c e  wi th  punch work a n  
d z n c i l s .  Four beaded boards  d i v i d e  t h e  chimney b r e a s t  i n t o  p a n e l  . 
The mante l  i n  t h e  upper  s o u t h  room has  a  wide s h e l f .  The s i d e s  a  d  
l i n t e l  have a s e r i e s  of  small p a n e l s .  1 
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A .  Genera l  s e t t i n g  and o r i e n t a t i o n :  The house f a c e s  e a s  
and i s  approached by a  l a n e  l i n e d  w i th  evergreens .  The garden  t o  
t h e  west i n c l u d e  t e r r a c e s  and a colonnaded grape  a r b o r  composed 
of twelve  p a i r s  of columns, each wi th  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a p i t a l .  

B .  Ou tbu i ld ings :  The s t o n e  museum b u i l d i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  
s o u t h  of  t h e  house and f e a t u r e s  a massive  f i r e p l a c e  and h e a r t h  
anc l a r g e  p i c t u r e  window f a c i n g  a p a t i o .  I 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Farmer's Delight is an important example of an architectur lly 
sophisticated northern Virginia farmhouse. The general style o 
the Federal-period structure follows that of the Georgian 
plantation houses of the tidewater region. Notable features of 

4 
the house include the fine brickwork and the handsome interior 
trim. 

The Farmer's Delight land was originally part of the Goose 
Creek Tract taken by Robert Carter in 1727. In 1741, 1000 acre 
of this tract, known as Green Leislip, were conveyed by Lord 

I Fairfax to Doctor Charles Green. After Green's death, his 
widow retained the property for a time, but later sold it to 
Thomas and Mary Owsley. Jacob Reed obtained the land from the 
Owsleys but sold it to Colonel Joseph Lane for 568 pounds, 4 
shillings in 1791. The present house at Farmer's Delight was 
built by Lane prior to 1803. An insurance policy of that date 
lissued by the Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia describes 
/brick dwelling house, called Farmer's Delight, measuring 
,twenty-four feet by forty-three feet. , 

Colonel Lane was n classmate and friend of the noted 
diarist, Philip Vickers Fithian, at Princeton. During Fithian' 
sojourn at Nomini Hall, Lane made several visits to the famous 

General Assembly, and he served as a Colonel in the army during 
Carter family seat. In 1792-3 Lane was a member. of the Virginp 

the Whiskey Rebellion of 1793. Lane died in 1803, but Farmer's1 
Delight remained in the hands of his family for a number of 
years. 

I 
The Leith family purchased Farmer's Delight in 1856, and if 

was owned by them until it was conveyed to Henry W. Frost, Jr. 
in 1919. The Frosts maintained well-known racing and hunting 
stables during their tenure at Yarmer's Delight. The wings 
/were added to the house at this LPr.e. 

George C. McGhee, former ambassador to Germany and 
ambassador-at-large, acquired tile house and farm in 1948. He 
undcr took an extcnsive rcnovation 01.' the house, added to thc 
win[::;, and laid out o1:iboratc ~ : i rue i i r , .  IL'i-lc. ga:rdcn at the rcar 
01' ttic liouuc was dcvi{;ncd by Uoris 'l'irncllcnko or Washin[:tori and 
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includes 3 colonnaded.grapearbor composed of twelve pairs of double 
colunns, each with a different capital. These columns, 
oi~it~;inally from the Benedictine Abbey at Samaron, France, were 
L .,.d:;l~t to the United States by William Randolph Hearst for his 
eszate at San Simeon. 

During Ambassador McGhee's residence,Farmerfs Delight has 
been visized by dignitaries from many foreign countries as well as 
United States officials. Promic Cellow citizens of McGheels 1 
nazive Texas, including President Lyndon B. Johnson and Speaker- 
of-the-House Sam Rayburn, have been frequent guests. 
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